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Celestyal sells cruise ship  acquired from Costa in 

2020  
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Piraeus-based Celestyal Cruises has sold a cruise ship it acquired from Carnival Corp 
subsidiary Costa Cruises in July 2020 but never put into service. 

The sale of the 56,800-gt Celestyal Experience (built 1993, ex Costa neoRomantica) was 
announced on Friday, with the company citing a need to defer capacity growth and focus on 
regaining momentum in the aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The ships operated a summer season of cruises in Aegean this year, but the Celestyal 
Experience has remained laid up in Piraeus since it was acquired. 

While Celestyal did not reveal how much it sold the Celestyal Experience for, its parent 
company Louis Group said in an announcement to the Cyprus bourse that the sale 
generated an accounting gain of $3.6m. 

One possible purchaser is Ambassador Cruises 

 

 

Ikea goes from flat - packe d boxes to steel 

containers in bid to ease shipping crunch  

 The king of the flat-packed box has bought its own containers and become the latest major 

retailer to reveal it is chartering in boxships amid todayôs uniquely tight, pricey ocean 

shipping space. 

Ikea, the worldôs largest furniture retailer, has joined the likes of Walmart and Home Depot in 

taking some of its ocean supply chain needs into its own hands, revealing to American and 

Swedish news outlets this week that the decision to buy boxes and charter ships came in the 

wake of the growing port congestion around the world  

Other retailers to have gone down a similar route during the trickiest period in the 65 -year of 

containerisation include Dollar Tree, an American discount chain, and clothing retailer, 

American Eagle. 

https://splash247.com/walmart-charters-ships-to-help-battle-tricky-peak-season/
https://splash247.com/home-depot-charters-in-ship-to-battle-supply-chain-pitfalls/


With available containers and space on boxships increasingly scarce and sensationally 

expensive, a number of dry bulk shipowners have in recent weeks entered the fray, moving 

boxes on deck. 

Ever Ace takes to the seas  

 
 
The record-setting Ever Ace, a new ULCV that is currently heading for the Port of 
Rotterdam.  

  
 

In another record-setting development for mega-mass sea freight, Evergreen Marine has 
successfully commenced the maiden voyage of the worldôs biggest ultra-large container 
vessel (ULCV) ï the Ever Ace.  
At 400 metres long and 62 metres wide, the ULCV is 63 metres longer than another 
impressive behemoth, the 337-metre Gerald R Ford-class aircraft carrier.  

 
Boasting a TEU capacity of 23 992, its load could stretch about 136 kilometres if the boxes 
were lined up end to end.  
Its loading berth at the Port of Yantian two days ago also made industry headlines as the 
Aceôs container exchange of 8 200 set a new record for a maiden voyage at the port, World 
Cargo news said.  
According to information from YICT YANTIAN, the last Asian port before the ship headed 
straight to Europe, The EVER ACE carries an all-time record load of 21,718 teu. It has 
beaten the previous record of 21,433 that CMA CGM carried in April this year on its flagship 
CMA CGM JACQUES  SAADE. 
Furthermore, the Ace is the first of ten 24 000-TEU ULCVs ordered by Evergreen.  
It will be followed by three sister vessels later this year ï the Ever Act, Ever Aim, and Ever 
Alp.  
Currently in the Malacca Strait, the Ace is heading for the Port of Rotterdam where it is 
expected in 23 daysô time.  
Itôs going to be interesting to see how its voyage through the Suez Canal is navigated.  
Earlier this year another Evergreen ULCV, the Ever Given, got stuck in the southern channel 
of the Suez, after which it was seized by canal authorities in a protracted legal imbroglio over 
the incident that brought supply chain through the water course to a standstill for six days.  

https://splash247.com/star-bulk-rules-itself-out-of-race-to-ship-containers-on-bulkers/


 

HMS Glasgow  

 

 
The bow of HMS GLASGOW, the first City Class Type 26 frigate being built for the Royal 
Navy, has been rolled out of the build hall at our BAE Systems shipyard on the River Clyde. 
In a move that lasted 90 minutes, the forward section of HMS GLASGOW which contains the 
bridge, operations room and accommodation spaces, was manoeuvred into position on the 
hardstand at our Govan yard where it will be joined by the aft section in the coming weeks. 

  

CMAL appoints consultancy for small vessel 

replacement programme  

 

CALEDONIAN MARITIME ASSETS LTD 
The programme will replace existing vessels with new, low-emission ships 

Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd (CMAL) has appointed ferry design consultancy Navalue to 

lead the concept design of its small vessel replacement programme, which will see ships 

being replaced on the Clyde and Hebrides Ferry Services network in Scotland. 



CMAL and Navalue will investigate the feasibility of designing low-emission ferries to be in 

line with the Emissions Reduction Targets (Scotland) Act of 2019, which sets a 2030 target 

to reduce harmful emissions by 75 per cent and an ambition of achieving net-zero emissions 

by 2045. Studies will explore offshore charging technologies and identify onboard electrical 

energy storage systems that can be recharged from onshore electrical power supplies. 

During phase one of the small vessel replacement programme, CMAL will also investigate 

designs that comply with the regulatory requirements for its Sound of Iona routes. A future 

phase two of the programme will replace vessels serving on the route, along with those 

on the Sound of Barra and Sound of Harris routes. 

HMM Seafarers Threaten Pay Strike, Mass 

Resignation  

ï 

More than 90% of HMMôs seafaring union members voted to strike on 
Sunday and, if a resolution is not reached, the 453 union members are 
threatening to resign en masse tomorrow and apply to join Swiss-Italian 
rival MSC. 
HMMôs seafaring and shore-based staff have expressed dissatisfaction over ña meagreò 
salary increment, despite the company achieving record profits last year, thanks to tight 
shipping capacity and logistics disruptions caused by Covid-19. 
Their grievance stems from an eight-year salary freeze only lifted this year after HMMôs 
financial struggles culminated in a government bailout when Korea Development Bank 
(KDB) swapped debt for equity in 2016. 
The staffôs unions are demanding a 25% wage hike and bonuses amounting to 1,200% of 
their salaries. 
But HMM management is offering 8%, a bonus of 300% of salaries and a productivity 
incentive equating to 200%. KDB, HMMôs largest shareholder, is reportedly reluctant to 
accede to the demands. 
If the strike goes ahead, seafarers on HMM ships scheduled to arrive in Busan tomorrow 
would disembark in groups, while those supposed to board in their stead will refuse to 
produce tests stating they are free of Covid-19, a requirement for embarkation. 
In July, MSC advertised for Korean seafarers with manning experience on ultra-large 
containerships. HMM is the only Korean carrier with such vessels and it was clear the 
advertisements targeted its crew members. 
Koreaôs Ministry of Oceans and Fisheries (MOF) is now ñundertaking contingency planning 
proceduresò, fearing a logistical crisis reminiscent of Hanjin Shippingôs collapse in October 
2016, which immobilised its ships, causing many containers to be delayed before being 
transferred to HMM and alliance partners. 
 

 

Visitors  

https://theloadstar.com/buoyant-hmm-in-the-black-for-the-first-time-in-five-years-but-liftings-fall/


 

Torm Gyda Built    2009 23322   GRT Owned Torm A/S 

Current Position en roue to St Petersburg  

 

One Aquila Built 2018 15647 GRT Owner Greta Ship Holding 

Current Position en route to Port Said 

 



 

MP7  

 

Star Aruba Built 1972 1161 GRT Owned Star Bonaire  

Current Position en route to Rotterdam 



 

Ren Jian 25 Built 2009 42112 GRT Owned Hainan Ansheng Shipping  

Current Position Antwerp 

 

Raleigh Fisher Built 2005 22184 GRT Owner James Fisher Shipping  

 Current Position En route to Algeciras 



 

Minka C Built 2008 3391 GRT Owner Carisbrooke Shipping 

Fri River Built 2000 2548 GRT Owner Kopervik Shipping   

Current Position En route to Shoreham  

 

Spirit of Adventure  



 

Grande Contonou Built 2015 71543 GRT Owner Grimaldi  

Current Position En route to Contonou Benin  

 

Glovis Courage Built 2013 59060 GRT Owner Hyundai Glovis  

Current Position En route to Manzanillo Panama 


