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Future Meetings; 
F   

March 24th - Members Evening; Alternative Transport, Trains, Planes & More! 
April 28th - Richard Jolliffe - Hamburg and the Elbe. 
May 26th - Chris Dorman - Panama Canal + More! 
June 30th - Members Evening; Red Funnel, evening cruise departure 18.00pm. 
July 28th - Paul Gosling - Even more Gadabouting.  
August 25th - Mike Lennon - Title, TBC. 
September 29th - Guest Speaker; William Mayes - TBC. 
October 27th - Members Evening; Decades on… 2016, 2006, 1996, 1986, 1976 etc. 
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SOCIETY TRIP TO BRISTOL - 2026  

We have arranged a coach trip to BRISTOL to visit the ss GREAT 
BRITAIN and mv BALMORAL or for non-shipping to visit the 

City sights, such as cathedral, shopping or M Shed museum. We will 
be using a 34 seater coach supplied by Angela Holidays. 

  
The Coach will pick-up passengers at either 08.00am at 

SOUTHAMPTON CENOTAPH or 08.15am at NORTHLANDS 
ROAD /CEMETERY ROAD. Free Saturday parking near latter 

available in Westwood Road or Winn Road. 

The coach will then proceed to BRISTOL (about 2½ hours) arriving 
about 11am. Before visiting the ss GREAT BRITAIN, passengers 
can then be dropped off adjoining the M Shed museum (café with 
toilets), which is also within walking distance of the Cathedral (0.5 

miles), the Broadmead shopping centre (0.8 miles) and Cabot 
shopping centre (1.1 miles). 

We then plan to visit the former Red Funnel ferry mv BALMORAL 
which is under restoration and will be having a public open day in 
the Floating Harbour near the M Shed Museum. Visitors will be 
expected to make a donation to the Balmoral restoration funds.  

The public Bristol Ferry boats will be operating every 40 minutes in 
the Floating Harbour. A full trip round the Floating Harbour as far as Temple Meads station and return takes 80 minutes. The ferry can 
also be used to get closer to the shopping area.  Prices are based on time aboard with a Day Ticket costing £14. It is also probable that 
the Bristol Harbour railway will be operating.  Any costs for these items or other entrance fees at individuals own personal expense. 

  
The coach will leave at 5pm prompt for the return journey to the same Southampton drop off points.  

MORE DETAILS AND THE FORM TO FILL IN SHOULD YOU WISH TO COME IS ATTACHED ON THE EMAIL. 
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SOLENT SHIPPING NEWS - FEBRUARY  
- CAESAREA TRADER - All 23 crew members and the one passenger on board the DFDS freight 

ferry are safe following a major fire. The ship was sailing from St Helier in Jersey to Portsmouth 
when a fire started in the engine room on Monday (9 February).  A Coastguard search and rescue 
helicopter was sent out to undertake thermal imaging of the vessel, alongside an RNLI lifeboat from 
Bembridge and tug boats from Portsmouth. The crew had not been advised to abandon ship and the 
ferry was anchored east of Shanklin, off the Isle of Wight. 

- There’s was no official word yet regarding the fate of the CAESAREA TRADER, which has been 
resting at Portsmouth International Port Berth 1 since she was towed there a fortnight ago, after a 
crippling engine room fire off the Isle of Wight. The chartered ARROW is covering her schedule for 
the foreseeable future. DFDS will be glad they had her on standby. The STENA VINGA is due to 
have her annual overhaul in the spring and her schedule will be covered by the spare CÔTE D’ 
ALBÂTRE from Wednesday 15/4/26 to Wednesday 22/4/26. The Côte d’Albâtre is currently laid up 
for the winter in Dieppe’s inner docks. She finally left Portsmouth International Port, February 25th 
bound for the Fayard Shipyard in Mukebo, Denmark.

CRUISE SHIP NEWS - FEBRUARY  
- ORIANA (ii) - the 1995 built ORIANA may be finding a new life after spending almost six years on the 

Chinese market under the name PIANO LAND for Astro Ocean Cruises. She could be returning to Europe 
under the name BUENAVISTA for a new start up, headed up by ex Pullmantur employees who see a gap in 
the market for Spanish speaking families.  

- ATLAS OCEAN VOYAGES has placed an order for a luxury ice-strengthened expedition sailing yacht 
which will use the French SolidSail technology. Named the ATLAS ADVENTURE she has replaced the two 
ships that was to be ordered for Atlas in the current WORLD class ships that currently total five ships over 
two brands.  

- ALASKAN DREAM CRUISES - Unfortunately news came this month that one of the last few remaining 
main stream US ‘coastal cruise’ companies has decided to close down its operations. The company cited 
“insurmountable financial pressures” as the reason for the shutdown. These pressures included rising 
operational costs, competitive pressure, and a challenging post-pandemic recovery. In what it labeled a 
“heartfelt farewell,” the company wrote on it’s website: “Since 2011, Alaskan Dream Cruises has had the 
privilege of sharing the wonders of Alaska”. Alaskan Dream Cruises operated four ships: Chichagof Dream, 
Baranof Dream, Admiralty Dream, and Alaskan Dream. 

- AVORA RESIDENCES - it seems another Residential start-up could be planning entering the market in 
January 2028, the question going round is will the ship be the SEVEN SEAS NAVIGATOR. An alliance with 
Villa Vie Residences was announced on 3rd February. Both will continue to operate independently, 
maintaining separate ownership structures, management teams, and brand positioning. "We recognize that 
many future Lumina owners are eager to begin traveling the world by sea immediately," said Kathy 
Villalba, CEO of Villa Vie Residences. "The opportunity to spend time aboard Odyssey allows residents to 
begin living the residential-at-sea lifestyle right away, while they prepare for Lumina's debut." In a 
milestone moment for both brands, Lumina residence purchasers traveling aboard Odyssey  will have the 
opportunity to transition directly to Lumina when the two vessels meet for the first time during a planned 
celebratory event in Miami in late January 2028. 



Southampton FEBRUARY Visitors;                                                              CRUISE SHIP ARRIVALS 
AIDA NOVA [5, 19], MSC POESIA [6, 13], VENTURA [7, 27], IONA [7, 14, 21, 28], QUEEN 
VICTORIA [8, 22], BALMORAL [14, 19]                                TOTAL CALLS:  14   TOTAL SHIPS:  6 

Portsmouth FEBRUARY Visitors; 
SPIRIT OF ADVENTURE [4, 19], SPIRIT OF DISCOVERY [6, 22]      

TOTAL CALLS:  4   TOTAL SHIPS:  2 

**Maiden Call







Photos: Chris Bancroft. 







BLAST FROM THE PAST!  
WHAT WAS HAPPENING 56 YEARS AGO!


