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TUGS & TOWING NEWS 
 

SANMAR SHIPYARDS DELIVERS HIGHLY MANOEUVRABLE AND POWERFUL 

TUG TO SVITZER 

Indonesian shipbuilder KTU 

Shipyard has completed its 

first harbour tug built in 

collaboration with naval 

architects Robert Allan Ltd 

at its Sagulung yard. It 

delivered 27-m Karya Pacific 

2232, an azimuth stern drive 

(ASD) tug built to RALôs 

TRA2700 design, to its own 

subsidiary Karya Pacific. 

Launched mid-April, this is 

the first of a new series of 

ASD tugboats the shipyard plans to build for its subsidiaryôs shipping arm, other clients in southeast 

Asia and outside the region. ñThis is the start of a collaboration with Robert Allan Ltd. We already 

have another model in the works with them,ò said the spokesperson. KTUôs collaboration with RAL 

was announced March 2020. It also has a relationship with Groot Ship Design for different types of 

vessel newbuildingôs. It has also started building a 91-m long deck cargo barge for PT Mitrabahtera 

Segara Sejati, with the steel cutting ceremony held 20 May. KTU Shipyard has also built three cargo 

barges for DS Norden. Nord Panther 1 was towed by tug Harlina 9, with support from tug Harlina 

23, from the shipyard. Nord Panther 2 and Nord Panther 3 were also completed. In addition to its 

shipyard in Sagulung, Batam, where Karya Pacific 2232 was constructed, KTU operates two other 

shipyards Batam, with one in Tanjung Riau with a 400-tonne crane and one in Sekupang. It also 

operates a shipyard in Marunda, near Jakarta. (Source: Riviera by Martyn Wingrove) 
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S INGAPORE HAS GIVEN ITS OK TO THE LANDING OF R IMORCHIATORI 

R IUNITI IN ASIA 

The process continues for the 

landing of Rimorchiatori 

Mediterranei, a subsidiary of 

Rimrochiatori Rinuiti dedicated 

to the protective towing business, 

in Asia. This was announced by 

the Genoese shipping group by 

announcing that the Maritime 

and Port Authority of Singapore 

has approved the acquisition of 

the company Keppel Smit 

Towage Private Limited already announced last November. "With the approval by the Maritime and 

Port Authority of Singapore, the last formal step of the acquisition of Keppel Smit Towage Private 

Limited by Rimorchiatori Mediterranei, a company controlled by Rimorchiatori Riuniti and owned 

by Dws of the Deutsche group, is completed Bank which owns all port towing activities in Italy and 

abroad ", reads a note. "The operation, together with the acquisition of Maju Maritime Pte Ltd, will 

make Rimorchiatori Mediterranei the third largest port towing operator in the world with a fleet of 

over 160 tugs operating in three different continents (South America, Europe and Asia) and over 

1,400 employees ". The closing of the two acquisitions is expected by the end of next June. (Source: 
Shipping Italy) 
 

KEEL LAYING CEREMONY FOR IRELANDôS MAIN PORT WAS HELD AT 

EREGLI SHIPYARD 

On May 16th, keel laying 

ceremony for Main Portôs 

MED-A2850 order was held 

at Eregli Shipyard.  The 

ceremony was attended by 

Main Portôs Fleet Director, 

Dermot Curtin; Eregli 

Shipyard Manager Kemal 

Bektas and Med Marine 

Sales Manager Melis 

Ucuncu. The MED-A2850 is 

28 x 13 meter vessel built to 

facilitate a crew of 8. The 

vessel design is from the 

Robert Allan RAstar 2800, 

Canadaôs Naval Architecture 

and Marine Engineering 

Company.  The vessel will be built at Ereĵli Shipyard in the Zonguldak region of Turkey. Its 

completion and delivery is scheduled for early 2023. Technical details: Length o.a.: 28,00 m; Beam, 

moulded: 13,00 m; Depth, least moulded: 5,10 m; Design draft: 5,70 m; Bollard pull: 50 tonnes; 

Approx. speed: 12.5 Knots; Complement: 8 Persons. Med Marineôs Sales Manager Melis ¦¿nc¿ says:  

óMainport is a very valuable client of ours; it is a great pleasure to be building for them once again. 
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We are looking forward to deliver the vessel in early 2023.  We are also looking forward to further 

cooperation between Main Port and Med Marine in the future.ô (PR) 
 

Advertisement 

 
 

KOTUG AND SEAMENôS CHURCH INSTITUTE (USA)  KICK-OFF THEIR 

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP BY HOSTING MORAN TOWING CORPORATION 

FOR ASD  TRAINING,  ASSISTED BY R IBEN MARINE 

The Training & Consultancy division of KOTUG International (KOTUG), and the Seamenôs Church 

Institute (SCI), the leading maritime education and maritime training provider in the United States 

of America entered into a strategic partnership to offer exclusive training of (tug) Masters, shipsô 

crews, river barge shippers, and Pilots by certified KOTUG trainers at SCI training facilities across 

the United States. The partnership was officially kicked-off by hosting Moran Towing Corporation 

for a week of ASD operator training assisted by Riven Marine founder Captain Jay Rivera. Since 

2019, SCI, Riben Marine, and Netherlands-based KOTUG have performed training for ship pilots and 

tug mastersð-prior to 

conducting feasibility studies for 

new docks and waterway 

projects--along the Texas Gulf 

Coast. For the week of May 16 to 

May 20, 2022 this partnership 

came together to conduct its first 

Basic Azimuth Stern Drive (ASD) 

Tug Class for Moran Towing 

Corporation, among the largest 

tow and tug fleet operations in 

the United States. The course 

was led by KOTUG Senior 

Trainer Captain Xavier Blejan, 

assisted by Riven Marine founder  

Captain Jay Rivera. SCI Staff served as facilitators and subject-matter experts. The course brought 

https://www.astillerosarmon.com/
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together some of the best training resources available -expert tug trainers, ship-handling experts, 

pilot-grade custom tug models, and state-of-the-art Kongsberg simulators- delivering high-impact 

and quality instruction for the Moran team of ASD operators. Patrick Everts, General Manager of 
KOTUG Training & Consultancy: ñWe are extremely happy with this strategic partnership. 

Supporting SCI with their navigational training and preparing their students for expected and 

unexpected real-life situations with our proven training method in their state-of-the-art simulator-

based facilities, is a win-win.ò Stephen Polk, Director of Center for Maritime Education, SCI : ñThis 
course establishes a new standard in maritime education. We are excited to offer comprehensive 

coursework together with 

KOTUG and RIBEN in Basic ASD 

training, Advanced ASD training, 

Harbor Assist/Towing, and 

Advanced Ship Assist and Escort 

Maneuvers for tug personnel in 

the USA using our best-in-class 

simulators at SCIôs facilities in 

Paducah, KY and Houston, TX. 

KOTUG Training App for 
advanced safety In addition, SCI 

will implement the KOTUG 

Training App, KOTUGôs latest 

feature to bring training to the 

next level by monitoring the 

knowledge and skill levels of all 

seamen. The app detects possible gaps in skills at an early stage and registers progress made as a result 

of training. It gives valuable insights to put together tailor-made individual training which is highly 

motivational and improves overall safety. (PR) 

 

MWOKOZI II  ï HARBOUR ASSIST AND SALVAGE TUG FOR KENYA PORTS 

AUTHORITY 

The Kenya Ports Authority 

(KPA) recently took delivery of 

a new ASD harbour tug from 

Turkish builder Med Marine. 

The RINA-classed, Robert 

Allan Ltd (RAL) designed 

Mwokozi II  (ñSaviour IIò) was 

built at Med Marineôs Eregli 

Shipyard for operations at the 

Kenyan Port of Mombasa, one 

of the busiest ports in East 

Africa. Its duties include ship 

handling, coastal towing, and 

salvage operations in the waters 

of East Africa and the Indian Ocean. The establishment of the IMOôs Regional Maritime Search and 

Rescue Coordination Centre within the Port of Mombasa Port prompted the KPA management to 

recognise the need of having a sea-going vessel with the capacity to perform salvage and successful 
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search and rescue (SAR) operations, as the incidences of vessel groundings in the Indian Ocean 

within Kenyan territorial waters became increasingly common in recent years. RAL said that, within 

the eastern and northern seaports of East Africa, no country possesses the capacity to mount a proper 

sea salvage and SAR operation. However, with the introduction of the new tug, salvage operations 

wil l create a new revenue stream for the KPA and enhance its standing as a leading port along the 

Western Indian Ocean Seaboard. The ports authorityôs managing director approved the procurement 

of a newbuild salvage tug, and construction lasted from March 2020 to November 2021. Mwokozi II  

has a length of 42 metres, a moulded beam of 16 metres, and a maximum draught of 7.2 metres. The 

vessel is SOLAS compliant for Gross Tonnage of > 1,000. Accommodations are outfitted to high, 

MLC-compliant standards for a crew of up to 18 personnel. The master, chief engineer, and owner 

cabins are located on the main deck with eight double crew cabins located in the lower 

accommodations levels. The tugôs main propulsion comprises a pair of Caterpillar C280-12 diesel 

engines, each rated 3,700 kW at 1,000 rpm and each driving a Schottel SRP 710 fixed-pitch, 3.4-

metre Z-drive propeller. The vessel is also equipped with a Schottel tunnel thruster at the bow for 

enhanced manoeuvrability. Trials showed the tug can achieve a bollard pull of 126 tonnes and a free 

running speed of 14.7 knots. The electrical plant meanwhile comprises two Caterpillar C9.3 200ekW 

diesel generator sets. These supply power for navigation and communication electronics from 

Furuno, Simrad, and Jotron. On the foredeck is a MacGregor MG HAT/GDG-30-1230U02272x2 

hydraulically driven, split drum, towing winch accommodating two bu 220 metres of 72mm 

diameter synthetic rope and fitted with double gypsies and warping heads. The winch is equipped 

with a length and tension monitoring system with load indicating display in the wheelhouse. On the 

aft deck, there is a MacGregor MG-HTWW -1232D10064 hydraulically driven towing winch, 

accommodating 1,000 metres of 64mm diameter steel wire rope and a MacGregor hydraulic 

combined shark jaws and towing pins package. Mwokozi II  is also equipped with an off-ship fire-

fighting system meeting class Fire Fighting Ship 1 requirements with water spray. The system was 

supplied by Fire Fighting Systems and comprises two main engine-driven centrifugal pump type FFS 

SFP 250 x 350 XPH. The two monitors deliver 1,200 m³/h of water and 300 m³/hour of foam. Ship 

handling fenders at the bow consist of upper cylindrical fender and lower ñWò block fendering 

below. ñDò fendering provides protection at the sheer line, and cylindrical fender is used at the stern. 

(Source: Baird) 

 

  Adverti sement 

 

 

TUGBOAT THAT WAS S INKING IN DULUTH HARBOR IS AFLOAT AGAIN 

The tugboat named ñLake Superiorò that partially sunk in the Duluth Harbor back in March is now 

floating once again. According to the Coast Guard, contractors are working on whatôs called 

ñlightering and dewatering operations,ò which will remove any leftover water, fuel, and lube oil 

https://smitlamnalco.com/
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from the tugboat, so pollutants donôt leak into the waterway. The Coast Guard is also looking for any 

signs of pollution now that the tugboat is floating again, as it had been leaking oil as it sunk. That oil 

was successfully contained by absorbing materials around the tugboat these past two months. After 

this process is done, the tugboat  needs to be dealt with by its private owner. (Source: Fox21) 
 

ZHEN GANG TUO 6001  ï POWERFUL INLAND TUG TO SERVE CHINAôS 

ZHENJIANG PORT 

Chinese operator the 

Zhenjiang Port Group has 

taken delivery of a new 

ASD harbour tug optimised 

for assisting large ocean-

going ships sailing in 

inland waters, particularly 

the stretch of the famed 

Yangtze River that passes 

through Jiangsu province. 

Designed and built by 

Jiangsu Zhenjiang Shipyard 

over a period of 12 months, 

Zhen Gang Tuo 6001 has an LOA of 40.15 metres, a beam of 11 metres, a depth of 5.3 metres, and a 

design draught of 4.1 metres. The builder claims the total installed power of 4,420 kW makes the 

vessel the most powerful harbour tug currently in operation in Chinaôs inland waters. The installed 

power of the two main engines also enables the tug to achieve a free running speed of 14.05 knots, a 

bollard pull ahead of 73.9 tonnes, and a bollard pull astern of 66.2 tonnes. These then ensure the tug 

can easily assist both ocean-going and river-sea vessels of 100,000 tonnes displacement or greater. 

The fuel capacity will meanwhile enables Zhen Gang Tuo 6001 to make multiple trips back and 

forth along the Yangtze before requiring bunkering. Jiangsu Zhenjiang said that a total distance 

equivalent to approximately 700 nautical miles can be covered in between refuelings. The tug was 

designed to be an intelligent vessel with a digital integrated management platform. This key feature 

has multiple functions to enable the crew to monitor onboard systems, manage energy efficiency 

levels and electrical consumption, reduce emissions, and even assess the vibrations that are 

generated during regular operations, all through a single interface that can be accessed via a 

dedicated display in the wheelhouse. This interface also provides the crew with data such as routes 
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and sailing times to ensure safe navigation even in busy port waters. The integrated management 

platform is linked to a variety of onboard sensors. Among these are five panoramic cameras installed 

on the bow to assist the crew in detecting, tracking, and avoiding obstacles within the immediate 

vicinity while the tug is underway. The vessel also has accommodations for six crewmembers 

working in shifts. Aside from the cabins, there is a conference room with television. Zhen Gang Tuo 

6001ôs duties at Zhenjiang Port include berthing/unberthing assistance, towing, and search and 

rescue. (Source: Baird) 

 

  Advertisement 

 

 

THE STEAM TUG ñSAN ESTEBANò, A JEWEL FROM 1902 

In the entrance area to Navalia 

2022, the steam tug "San 

Esteban", known as "el vaporín", 

is on display, a jewel of riveted 

shipbuilding dating from 1902, 

the year in which it was 

completed at the Phillips & Sons 

Shipbuilders Ltd., in Dartmouth, 

England. In his first five years of 

seafaring life he held the name of 

"Venture" in his fishing capacity. 

In 1907 it appears transformed 

into a tugboat as property of the 

General Society of Basque-

Asturian Railways and remained 

in service until 1970, based in the  

port of San Esteban de Pravia. Restored between 1998 and 2003 by the ñSan Estebanò Tugboat 

Protection Society, under the responsibility, among others, of the naval engineer José Cardín, 

manager of the Sidra El Gaitero company. Between 2021 and 2022 it has been restored again by 

Talleres Carral, on the occasion of its centenary, a company that today is part of the Ferri Group. 

Industrias Ferri celebrates the centenary of Talleres Carral It is not often that a company celebrates 

100 years in Spain. It is less so in the naval sector, subject to numerous conditioning factors, in many 

cases unrelated to local performance. However, among the examples of centuries-old companies in 

the Spanish naval sector is Industrias Ferri, to which Talleres Carral belongs, which has completed its 

first century of existence and today was celebrated in an emotional act together with the centennial 

tugboat "San Esteban" . , a jewel of naval construction from 1902. Founded in 1921, Talleres Carral 

http://rotortug.com/en/
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has been the most important company in Spain for the manufacture of winches, winches and 

winches for a decade. Added to 

this is the Belgian company 

Brusselle, dating from 1929, a 

manufacturer of winches and 

servo rudders, acquired and 

merged with Talleres Carral, 

which has given rise to Bruselle 

Carral Marine. Patricio 

Fernández, CEO of the 

aforementioned company based 

in Vigo, received this noon a 

heartfelt recognition from the 

Navy, through the Admiral 

Director of Naval Engineering 

and Construction of the Navy, 

Vice Admiral Manuel Antonio 

Martínez-Ruiz, due to the close relationship existing for years; as well as the State delegate in the 

Vigo Free Zone Consortium, David Regades; Augusto Álvarez Borrás, head of IGAPE, and the 

mayors of Gondomar, Juan Francisco Ferreira González, who spoke in Galician, and of Vigo, Abel 

Caballero ïin a very pertinent 

intervention, far removed from 

the conventional canons of 

political rhetoricï, who especially 

emphasized the contribution of 

this company to the industrial and 

social fabric of the metropolitan 

region of Vigo. Industrias Ferri 

was founded in 1964 by Ricardo 

Fernández Villar, a senior naval 

mechanic and captain. After 

working for several years on 

fishing boats, he decided to set up 

a workshop in the basement of his 

father's house to develop new or 

improved products, the origin of 

what Ferri is today. (Source: Puente de Mando; Photo: Juan Carlos Diaz Lorenzo) 
 

BOLUDA TOWAGE EXPANDS ITS TOWAGE BUSINESS IN ASIA 

The subsidiary Boluda France now has two new tugboats, the VB LIKURAI and the VB FADO, 

which will enter service in East Timor, built this year by the Piriou shipyard in Vietnam. Valencia, 

May 25, 2022. Boluda Towage, the towing division of Boluda Corporación Marítima, through its 

subsidiary Boluda France, has expanded its activity in Asia, with the forthcoming start of operations 

in East Timor, north of Australia. Currently, Boluda Towage has a fleet of 400 vessels in the main 

ports of Europe, Africa, Latin America and the Indian Ocean. To this end, Boluda Towage has 

expanded its fleet of tugboats after contracting with the Piriou Vietnam shipyard, located in Nha Be, 

for the construction of two new vessels, named VB LIKURAI and VB FADO, which have already 
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been delivered. The two tugs, with 3,800 and 5,100 horsepower, have a towing capacity of 45 and 60 

tons at fixed point, 

respectively; they have a 

standard PIRIOU design and 

are tailored to Boluda 

Franceôs specific needs. 

They are particularly easy to 

handle and meet the latest 

safety and performance 

requirements, offering our 

customers solutions tailored 

to their operational needs. 

From 2007 to 2009, Piriou 

has already built and 

delivered to Boluda France a 

first series of eight tugs with 

a 70-ton fixed point tow 

capacity following; from 2015 to 2017, another series of six tugs were built by its Vietnamese 

subsidiary, and a third series, between 2019 and 2020, of six units with a 75-ton fixed point tow 

capacity. Denis Monserand, CEO of Boluda France, said that ñThese two new tugs will be used at our 

first base in Asia, in East Timor, as a result of a partnership with the Bolloré Group. Thanks to this 

long-term project, Boluda France participates in the expansion of Boluda Corporación Marítima 

worldwide. We would like to thank PIRIOU for their support in this new venture.ò Vincent 

Faujour, president of the Piriou Group, expressed his satisfaction that Boluda France ñhas once again 

shown its confidence in us with this contract for the construction of two new OST30s. The 

uniqueness of this order lies in the fact that this is the first time we have supplied Boluda France 

with vessels to be used outside mainland France or its overseas territoriesò. Multi -purpose ASD tugs 
The vessels are the OST 30-Omni Stern Tug model from the range of tugs designed by PIRIOU. The 

OST 30 is a multi-purpose tug developed for push pull tug and harbor assistance operations as well as 

offshore operations and is equipped to assist vessels in access channels. This tug is equipped with two 

Azimuth Stern Drives, driven by two four-stroke medium-speed marine diesel engines with 

turbocharger, water-cooled and refrigeration box. On the bridge, the ergonomics of the individual 

control station and the high visibility of the entire working area and its surroundings allow the 

captain to operate the tug without any assistance whatsoever. (PR) 
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GREEN WAVE ï PLIMSOLL MARINEôS HEAVY DUTY PUSHER TUG BUILT 

FOR MISSISSIPPI RIVER SAILINGS  

Shipbuilder Blakeley 

BoatWorks of Mobile, 

Alabama, has delivered a new 

inland pusher tug to the 

Cooper Group of Companies. 

Named Green Wave, the 

vessel will be owned by 

Cooper subsidiary Plimsoll 

Marine and will be operated 

primarily on the Lower 

Mississippi River. Designed 

by Farrell and Norton Naval 

Architects in compliance to 

US Coast Guard Subchapter 

M requirements, the new tug 

has a length of 70 feet (21.3 metres), a beam of 28 feet (8.5 metres), and two Caterpillar C32 diesel 

engines that each produce 800 hp (596 kW). The EPA Tier III main engines drive a pair of 

Southeastern Propeller four-blade, stainless steel propellers via Twin Disc MGX5222 gearboxes. 

Hydra Force meanwhile supplied the steering system for the two main and four flanking rudders as 

well as a pair of Quincy reciprocating air compressors. Electrical power is drawn from two 

Caterpillar C4.4 EPA Tier III generator sets. Ventilation fans were provided by Donovan Marine 

while Schuyler Maritime supplied varying sizes of rubber fendering around the perimeter of the 

vessel and push knees. Stone Construction provided a Mitsubishi split-duct HVAC system in all 

interior spaces with Blakeley BoatWorks providing all custom woodwork and interior finishes. 

Bozant supplied rubber-framed windows and Donovan Marine supplied a pair of Patterson 

Manufacturing deck winches. Blakeley BoatWorks installed all electronics, communications, and an 

alarm system. Green Wave has capacities of 22,000 gallons (83,279 litres) of fuel and 5,200 gallons 

(19,684 litres) of fresh water. The vessel is outfitted with four staterooms housing seven crewmen as 

well as three baths and a full galley arrangement. (Source: Baird) 

 

ACCI DENTS ï SALVAGE NEW S 
  

ARMED PIRATES LOOT OSV  IN GULF OF MEXICO  

An armed group of at least five 

people illegally boarded the 

offshore support vessel Crest 

Tarasco in the waters of the Gulf 

of Mexico and stole tools, 

communication equipment, and 

35 autonomous breathing 

apparatuses. According to the 

information provided by the 

crew to local media, the 

assailants reached the ship when 
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it was nine nautical miles southwest of the Hokchi oil and gas field, boarded it, and fired shots into 

the air. The crew took refuge in rooms below the deck to avoid being taken as hostages or being 

injured. The incident was recorded on May 21 off the coast of Dos Bocas, Tabasco at around 23.00 hrs 

local time. The crew revealed that despite the fact they notified the navy, the criminals fled with the 

stolen goods. No injuries have been reported. Nevertheless, the crew pointed out that the insecurity 

that exists in the Gulf of Mexico is increasing, which is why fear grows for the integrity of the 

workers who work not only on ships but also on offshore platforms. (Source: Splash24/7) 
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BARGE F IRE PUT OUT IN DELAWARE BAY 

The massive fire onboard 

a barge in Delaware Bay 

has been extinguished 

after burning for 

approximately 26 hours, 

ending what is thought to 

be the largest firefighting 

operation in Delaware 

state history. Bowers Fire 

Company Chief Aaron 

Warren made the 

announcement Tuesday 

about an hour after 

Governor John Carney 

issued a limited State of 

Emergency for Kent County, which took effect at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday. The Coast Guard reported 

Monday that watchstanders at the Sector Delaware Bay Command Center received a call at 

approximately 1 a.m. reporting a barge on fire in the Delaware River. The barge was reportedly 

carrying household appliances for scrap. A total of thirty organizations and fire companies were 

involved in the effort to put out the fire, including the U.S. Coast Guard and New York City Fire 

Department (FDNY), Bowers Fire Company said in an update on Facebook. Chief Warren said to his 

knowledge it was the largest Delaware firefighting operation in state history. A Unifi ed Command 

has been established to oversee salvage operations. Northstar Environmental and Marine Services has 

been contracted to assess the integrity of the vessel and manage salvage operations. A Coast Guard 

87-ft Patrol Boat is monitoring the situation and enforcing a 500-yard safety zone enforced around 

the barge and Northstar Independence, the Norstarôs 185-ft salvage vessel. Vessels are prohibited 

https://www.njordmarinemanagement.com/?utm_source=newsletter-PS-05-2022&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=brandawareness
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from entering unless authorized by the Captain of the Port of Delaware Bay. Should the fire reignite, 

Northstar Independence has firefighting capabilities onboard. The Coast Guard reports no sheening 

or discoloration has been observed on the waterway. ñI want to thank all the responders, especially 

Fire Chief Aaron Warren, the local fire companies, and Delaware Department of Natural Resources 

and Environmental Control who initially responded to this complex and dynamic situation,ò said 

Capt. Jonathan Theel, Sector Delaware Bay Captain of the Port. ñThe fire is out due to their 

dedication and adaptability.ò From photos, the barge appears to be the new CMT Y NOT 6 belonging 

to Coeymans Marine Towing (CMT), part of Carver Companies. Carver Companies posted a photo 

welcoming the ñnewò barge to Facebook just last week, however it appears the post has been taken 

down. Coast Guard records show the barge was built in 1998. The Unified Command consists of 

representatives from Eastern Metal Recycling, New Jersey Office of Emergency Management, 

Cumberland County Office of Emergency Management, New Jersey Department of Environmental 

Protection, and the U.S. Coast Guard. (Source: gCaptain) 
 

F IRE ON CARNIVAL FREEDOM CRUISE SHIP ON GRAND TURK ISLAND 

It was reported that a fire broke 

out on Grand Turk Island for an 

unknown reason on the Carnival 

Freedom cruise ship, which has 2 

thousand 504 passengers and 972 

crew, and it was recorded that 

there were no deaths or injuries 

in the incident. For unknown 

reasons, a fire broke out on the 

Carnival Freedom cruise ship, 

owned by Carnaval Cruise, while 

in port on Grand Turk Island. The 

fire, which broke out from the 

ship's chimney, was quickly extinguished by the crew before it grew. No one was injured or killed in 

the incident. It was reported that there were 2 thousand 504 passengers and 972 crew members on 

board. It was stated that this ship will come to Grand Turk to take Carnival Freedom passengers back 

to Port Canaveral, while Carnival Conquest's next voyage to depart from Miami has been cancelled. 

Carnival Conquest will arrive at Grand Turk tomorrow (Saturday 28 May) and passengers on 

Carnival Freedom will transfer to Carnival Conquest for the return journey to Port Canaveral on 

Monday 30 May. Carnival Conquest will then return to Miami. Carnival Freedom's departure 

tomorrow (28 May) from Port 

Canaveral has been cancelled. 

Passengers affected by the Carnival 

Conquest and Carnival Freedom 

flights were informed about the 

changes. Carnaval apologized to all 

passengers affected by the incident 

and congratulated the crew, who 

quickly got the fire under control and 

intervened. On the other hand, after 

the passengers are transferred from 

Carnival Freedom, the ship will go to 

Freeport for maintenance. (Source: Deniz Haber) 
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CONTAINER BARGE DESTINATION FOR S INGAPORE ALMOST S INKS IN 

KARIMUN,  R IAU ISLANDS 

The barge Marcopolo 188 almost 

completely sank in the waters of 

Takong Hiu, Karimun Regency, 

Riau Islands (Kepri), Thursday 

(26/5/2022) morning. The 

incident was confirmed by the 

Head of Polairud Polres 

Karimun, AKP Binsar Samosir. 

He said the barge loaded with 

containers or containers pulled 

by the tugboat Mega Daya 43 

was known to have departed 

from the Perawang Siak Container Terminal for Singapore. "The tugboat captain saw the barge tilted 

15 to 20 degrees when it passed Karimun at around 01.10 WIB," Binsar said by telephone, Thursday 

(26/5/2022). Knowing that condition, continued Binsar, the captain of the tugboat then turned 

around with the aim of aground the barge loaded with hundreds of containers. "The tugboat captain 

immediately turned around to try to get the barge aground," said Binsar. Binsar said the condition of 

the barge had tilted 40 percent until 08.00 WIB. "The floor of the main deck has even sunk and 

cannot be seen," said Binsar. (Source: Kompas) 
 

ELECTRICAL FIRE DESTROYS $3.9  MILLION YACHT IN GULF OF MEXICO 

An engine room fire aboard a 

yacht was likely caused by an 

electric source within the sound 

enclosure for the starboard 

generators, the National 

Transportation Safety Board 

(NTSB) said Thursday. Marine 

Investigations Report 22/16 details 

the NTSBôs investigation of the March 16, 2021, engine room fire aboard the yacht La Dolce Vita 

while anchored near Marquesas Keys in the Gulf of Mexico. The crew unsuccessfully attempted to 

extinguish the fire. The crew of four and two passengers on board abandoned the yacht into the 

vesselôs tender boat. They were then assisted by two U.S. Coast Guard boats. No injuries were 

https://uzmar.com/
https://www.ntsb.gov/investigations/AccidentReports/Reports/MIR2216.pdf
https://www.ntsb.gov/investigations/AccidentReports/Reports/MIR2216.pdf
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reported. The fire resulted in the total loss of the $3.9 million yacht. The Cayman Islands-flagged La 

Dolce Vita was anchored with the crew preparing for the passengers to go snorkeling when the fire 

began. The captain and mate described the odor of the smoke to NTSB investigators as like burning 

plastic and like the insulation from wires burning. According to investigators, this, combined with 

the captain and mateôs description of where the smoke and flames emanated, suggests the fire may 

have originated in the electric generator end of the starboard genset enclosure. However, due to the 

extent of the fire damage, investigators were unable to conclusively determine the source of the fire. 

The vessel was chartered for hire four to six times a year, including at the time of the casualty. 

Under the Cayman Islands Shipping Registry, a vessel certified for commercial use of La Dolce Vita 

size would have been required to meet the UK Large Commercial Yacht Code (LY2) requirements 

for commercial use yachts. LY2 requirements that La Dolce Vita did not meet included having a way 

to remotely stop the engine roomôs intake and exhaust fans and the capability to close off natural 

ventilation to the space. The NTSB determined the probable cause of the engine room fire aboard La 

Dolce Vita was an undetermined electrical source within the sound enclosure for the starboard 

generator. Contributing to the severity of the fire and total loss of the vessel was the inability to 

secure ventilation to the engine room, which reduced the effectiveness of the yachtôs fire 

extinguishing system and allowed the fire to spread beyond the engine room. ñFixed fire-

extinguishing systems in machinery and other hazardous spaces require a minimum concentration of 

extinguishing agent to either halt the chemical reaction producing the fire, displace the oxygen 

feeding the fire, or effect a combination of both,ò the report said. ñTo ensure the effectiveness of the 

system and prevent the reintroduction of oxygen to the space, vessel designers and owners should 

ensure that the ventilation, both natural and forced draft, can be completely and remotely secured to 

all fire-protected spaces, and that all machinery within these same fire-protected spaces can be 

remotely stopped from outside the space where the machinery is situated.ò (Source: Professional 
Mariner) 

 

THE MARITIME SELF-DEFENSE FORCE COLLIDES WITH A SWEEPER 

TENDER,  AND THE BOW COLLAPSES BY 1  M. 

At around 3:45 pm on the 

22nd, the escort ship 

"Jintsuu" (2000 tons, about 

120 crew members), which 

was leaving the port from the 

Maritime Self-Defense Force 

Yokosuka Base in Funakoshi-

cho, Yokosuka City, 

Kanagawa Prefecture, was 

berthed by the sweeping 

mother ship "Uraga". It 

collided with the central part 

of the right side of (5650 

tons, about 20 crew 

members). No one was 

injured, and there were no floods or oil leaks. The Yokosuka Coast Guard is investigating the cause. 

According to the Security Department and the Maritime Self-Defense Force Yokosuka District 

General Manager, Jintsu collided with a towboat while turning off the shore in order to return to 

Sasebo Base in Nagasaki Prefecture after training. The bow sank about 1 meter and a hole about 5 
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cm in diameter was opened. The outer panel of the back was sunk 3 meters in length and width and 

about 20 cm in depth, and a crack with a length of about 45 cm was formed. Captain Yasuhiro 

Nakajima, who was maneuvering Jintsu, commented, "I'm sorry for this situation. I will fully 

cooperate with the Japan Coast Guard. (Source: Yomiuri ) 

 

Advertisement 

 

 

THE COLLISION OF THE "MANGA REVA"  AND "L'OCARINA"  DUE TO A 

STANDBY FAULT  

The BEAmer has just 

submitted its report on the 

collision between the trawlers 

Manga Reva and L'Ocarina, 

which led to the sinking of the 

former on July 13, 2021 off 

Penmarc'h, in Finistère. ñThe 

lack of watch on the two ships 

involved did not prevent the 

collision which led to the 

sinking of the ñManga Revaò, 

indicates in its conclusions the 

investigation office. That day, 

the two ships cast off from 

Guilvinec, 20 minutes apart. They target the same fishing area, called the Eco, 14 miles from the 

port. On site, shortly before 6 a.m., they follow the same route. Aboard the Manga Reva , the skipper 

ñhoists the fishing marks up the mast and looks around the horizon. He sees a ship less than a mile 

away, "L'Ocarina", heading towards him. He estimates that this ship has seen him and that he is 

going to maneuver. It changes course from heading west to heading north ,ò the report said. On 

L'Ocarina, ñthe second sailor keeps watch. The ship is approaching the point set by the skipper 

where the watchman must wake up the whole crew to go fishing. Before that, the sailor goes down 

to the working deck to prepare the fishing gear. Less than four minutes later, L'Ocarina collided 

with the Manga Reva on her aft starboard side and her keel fractured the second trawler below the 

waterline, "causing a major leak in the engine room". The Manga Reva quickly alerts the Cross Etel, 

telling it that the ship is sinking and that the crew will evacuate the ship. After boarding the life 

raft, he is picked up by a third ship, L'Okeanos. The Ocarina manages to return to port without 

assistance. ñOnly three sailorsò For the BEAmer, on the two trawlers, "the organization of the work 

on board combined with a workforce of only three sailors caused a lack of simultaneous watch for a 

sufficient time for neither of the two vessels to avoid the collision" . Monitoring imposed in 

https://www.fifisystems.com/


23RD VOLUME, NO. 41  DATED 29 MAY 2022 

  

16/ 35 

 

particular by the Colreg convention, the transport code requiring that ñevery vessel must have on 

board a sufficient number of sailors (é) to guarantee the safety of the vesselò. For the investigators, 

on the Manga Reva, ñadditional technical measuresò such as alarms on the radar could have ñmade it 

possible to compensate at least partially for the lack of watch in the wheelhouseò . As for the sailor 

on watch from L'Ocarina, he "had no compelling reason to leave the day before". The BEAmer 

recommends that the shipowner ñadopt a work organization that allows the person on watch to 

carry out a permanent watchò. The report also recommends that the administration "implement a 

campaign to verify the adequacy of the workforce to carry out the watch with regard to the 

organization of work and the technical characteristics and equipment of the vessel" (Source: Le 
Marin) 

 

REMEMBER TODAY 
 

S.S.  MERION ï 29T H  MAY 1915 

SS Merion was an ocean liner 

built in 1902 for the American 

Line, a subsidiary line of the 

International Mercantile Marine 

(IMM). She also sailed for the Red 

Star Line and the Dominion 

Lineðboth subsidiary lines of 

IMMðduring her passenger 

career. After the outbreak of 

World War I she was bought by 

the British Admiralty and 

converted to serve as a decoy 

resembling the Royal Navy battlecruiser HMS Tiger. In May 1915, while posing as Tiger in the 

Aegean Sea, Merion was sunk by the German submarine SM UB-8. Career Merion was built by John 

Brown & Company of Clydebank, Scotland for the American Line, a subsidiary of the International 

Navigation Company, and launched on 26 November 1901. The ship was 161.7 metres (530 ft 6 in) 

long (between perpendiculars) and 18.0 metres (59 ft 1 in) abeam. She had a gross register tonnage 

(GRT) of 11,621. The ship had twin screw propellers powered by twin triple-expansion steam 

engines, and, at top speed, could move 14 knots (26 km/h). As built, Merion had accommodations for 

150 second- and 1,700 third-class passengers. Merion was named after a suburb of Philadelphia, PA, 

as was her sister ship, the SS Haverford. The towns were home to Clement Griscom, Director of the 

International Navigation Company. Upon completion, the ship was chartered to the Dominion Line, 

a subsidiary line of International Mercantile Marine (IMM) with which International Navigation had 

merged in 1902. The liner sailed for Dominion on her maiden voyage on 8 March 1902 from 

Liverpool to Boston. After completing eleven voyages on that route, Merion was returned to the 

American Line in March 1903. The following month she began sailing on the LiverpoolïPhiladelphia 

route on which she sailed most of the rest of her passenger career. She was briefly chartered to the 

Red Star Line in 1907 for one AntwerpïNew York voyage. The liner had several mishaps during her 

passenger career. On 2 March 1903, an article in The Washington Post reported that Merion had run 

aground shortly after leaving Queenstown while en route to Liverpool from Boston. The ship was 

freed from her perch near Chicago Knoll by the rising tide, but when she got underway again became 

stuck fast in almost the same spot. At press time, two British Admiralty tugs had been dispatched to 

free the ship. Almost exactly a year later, Merion collided with the steamer Clan Grant off Tuskar 




